THE  SEEKER AFTER  SALVATION       49

sweetness/3 Wesley confessed, " I know not what
might have been the consequence had I but
touched her hand. And how I avoided it, I know
not. Surely God is over all ! " The next day
he did touch her hand - but no, she would never
marry, it was no use proposing. Still, it would be
better not to touch her any more - ever.

Delamotte, who lived in Wesley's house, saw
it all through the tears which gushed from him
at the thought that he would have to live away
from his adored leader. Wesley assured him he
would never marry, but Delamotte told him that
he did not know his own heart. Perhaps not;
then he would tame it, by furious bouts of logic,
by learning Italian, by singing, by being more
thankful in eating ; but even these exercises
produced no cure ; he was just as undecided.
An appeal to God through lots would settle the
question. He and Delamotte put into a hat three
pieces of paper on which were written the
injunctions " Marry " ; " Think not of it this
year " ; " Think of it no more,'5 and with a sigh
of thankful relief Delamotte found that he had
drawn the last. Another trial by sortilege brought
the answer from the Searcher of hearts, " Con-
verse with her only in the presence of Mr. Dela-
motte." So, it was decided ; there could be no
,doubt now what God wanted. Wesley felt
relieved.

But the worst agony, for both the lovers, was
yet to come. Four days later, on March 8th,